
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT ASSESSMENT 
 

Assuming you’re reading this on Sunday, then you’ve got 22 days left until 

Christmas Day. That’s 528 hours to squeeze in all that’s required to pull off 

the sort of Christmas that you, or perhaps more significantly, those around 

you are expecting. I don’t know whether that makes you breathe easy, or 

feel the pressure? Continue the same course, or draw up a new to-do list? 

 

What if I said you’ve got 22 days until Jesus returns to this earth once more? 

 

I wonder what steps you would take to put your ‘house in order’ for that 

particular date of destiny. Of course, I don’t know if Jesus is planning his 

comeback in 22 days’ time – it could be much longer, but it could be 

tomorrow. One of the points of advent is to remember the urgency Jesus 

attaches to being prepared; ensuring we don’t put off the things which will 

matter when that moment arrives. No small part of that will be the state of 

our relationships – firstly with our Maker, and then with the people around 

us.  

 

How about putting relationship repairs at the top of your advent to-do list 

this year?  

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK  
Sun 8.00am  Holy Communion  
             10.00am Church Parade 
            Reading: O Come Let Us Adore Him: Matthew 2:1-10 
 3pm  Christmas Choir Practice at Coney Hill Baptist Church 
 3.30 – 5.15pm Friends & Heroes Christmas Special in church 
 6.30pm  No prayer meeting  
  
  

Mon  9.30 – noon Coffee Morning at SJ’s 
 8.00pm   No Prayer Meeting at SJ’s 
    

Tue 6.15pm  CRU2 (Urban Saints (&-11s) at the Assembly Rooms 
 7.30pm  Club 2000 (11-13s) meet at Coney Hill Baptist Church 
           

Wed 9.30am Open Door for mothers & children at SJ’s 
 1pm-4pm CareerCafé drop-in at SJ’s 
 4pm-7pm CareerCafé appointments 
    

Thur 1.30 – 3pm Shine @ SJ’s for under 5s and their parents/ carers 
 7.30pm  14 Plus – 44 Windermere Road 
     

Fri        10am – noon Craft Club at SJ’s 
 

NEXT SUNDAY – 10th December  
  8.00am  Holy Communion  
 8.45am  Breakfast 
             10.00am Parish Communion 
 3pm  Christmas Choir Practice at St John’s 
 6.30pm  No service 

WWW.STJOHNSWW.COM 
 

3rd December 2017   
1st Sunday of Advent   

MONDAY EVENING PRAYER MEETINGS 
8-9PM @ SJ’S       
The last prayer meeting in 2017 will take place at 8pm at SJ’s on 11th 
December.  All welcome. 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 
How did Elisha revive the Shumanite woman’s dead son?  
                             Read 2 Kings 4: 32 – 37 



WELCOME 
If you’re a visitor this morning and 
wish to find out more about what goes 
on then introduce yourself to one of 
our leadership team, or fill in one of 
our Connect Cards. Equally, help 
yourself to any of our packs, which 
explain a bit more of what’s going on 
in our church family.   

 
 

 

WAITING FOR 
GOD 
 

The word ‘Advent’ 
only really enters the 

public conscience at one point these 
days – Advent Calendars.  
 

And my, it’s a booming industry.  
 

Long gone are the days when a 
chocolate advent calendar was the 
height of decadence. Nowadays, you 
can now get cheese advent calendars, 
beauty product versions, and the 
‘Ginvent’ calendar competes with its 
Malt Whisky rival. Retailers, it would 
seem, have left no calendar door 
unopened to flog their wares. Advent 
Calendars originated in Germany in the 
mid-nineteenth century. The basic idea 
was to build a sense of anticipation. 
Opening a door each day to count 
down the numbers to Christmas is a 
small way to build suspense and 
increase expectation for the 
approaching celebration. The latest 
offerings rather miss that point, 
extending instant gratification, rather 

than the delayed sort that can make 
the final festivities all the sweeter.  
 

Will we forego anything this advent to 
draw deeper into the waiting that 
comes with following Christ?  
 
 

 

TODAY 
CAKE SALE  
After this morning’s 
service our Uniformed 

Groups will be selling home-baked 
goodies to fund-raise for Scouting 
opportunities for our young people.  
 

FRIENDS & HEROES  
Christmas Special 
 3.30pm-5.15pm in church. 
 
 

SHINE 
Christmas Party 

7th December at 
1.30pm @ SJ’s, and 
there may be a special 

visitor. All under 5s and their parents/ 
carers welcome. 
NB There will not be a meeting of 
Shine on 4th January. 

 
 

CHRISTINGLES 
Collection candles are 
available in the porch 
for anyone to take 
away, hopefully fill 

with money, then bring back to one of 
the services on Christmas Eve at 3pm 
or 5pm. 
 
 

BREAKFAST 
Sunday, 10th Dec at 
8.45am a home group 
will host a breakfast get 
together in church 

between the two services. Everyone is 
invited for croissants and bacon 
sandwiches. A chance for us all to meet 
up and be together. 

 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
Rehearsals for the carol 
service will be held on 
Sunday afternoons as 
follows: 

3rd December - Coney Hill Baptist 
10th December - St John’s 
17th December - Carol Service 
 

All rehearsals will be 3pm - 4.30pm. All 
welcome. 
  

JENNY GAVED 
Anyone who was 
unable to attend 
Jenny’s thanksgiving 
service may like to 

know that the tributes to her at the 
service can be heard on our website on 
the sermons page. There is also a 
message of thanks from her family to 
the family of St John’s on a separate 
insert. 

 
CHRISTMAS FILM 
NIGHTS 
7.30pm @ SJ’s 

8th Dec: It’s a Wonderful Life 
15th Dec: White Christmas 
Admission free. See separate flyer. 

 
PRAYERS 
Please pray for: 
 

o Bromley Night 
Shelter & 
Missionary Aviation 

Fellowship, our mission focus this 
month; 
 

o Tony Holloway, Alison Stockdale, 
Tina Cook, Harry Young, Barry & Sue 
Clements, and any others we know 
who continue to undergo and 
recover from treatment; 
  

o Our last Inquisitive evening this 
coming Thursday; 
 

o Our government, as they continue 
to confront global challenges, as 
well as Brexit negotiations – how 
this impacts the most vulnerable; 

 

o The drawing up of a job 
description/advert for the Young 
People & Families’ Worker & those 
who will respond to it; 

 

o Our engagement with the 
community in the run to Christmas, 
and the preparations for all our 
Christmas events; 

 

o How we embrace Advent as a 
church and ready ourselves for 
Christmas. 


